Introduction to Biblical Greek

The Verb “To Be” and Further Uses of the Article

Voeltz Ch. 12



Devotion — Galatians 2:16a

elootec [6€] OTL OU OkaLoUTOL
avOpwrtoc €€ Epywv VOpOU €av un Sl
MLOTEWG INo00 Xplotod, Kol NUELG LG
Xplotov'Inocolv emoTteEVOAUEY, LVa
OLKOLWOWEV €K TILOTEWC XpLoToD Kol
OUK €& EPYWV VOUOU, OTL €€ EpYywV
VOHOU ovU dkaltwBnoetatl maoo oapt.



The “To Be” Verb

* In almost all languages, this is the most common verb. In Greek
(and in many other languages), it is also the most irregular form.



Present Active Indicative

Singular Plural
P / y /
1st Person  |ELUI EOUEV
2"d Person E?I ’EOTE,

31 Person | EOTI €101




Imperfect Active Indicative

Singular Plural
1st Person ﬁun\) ﬁUEV
2"d Person ﬁg ETE

?\

34 Person MV ﬁoav




Future Middle Indicative

Singular Plural
1st Person |EOOUOL coopefa
2" Person | EQT] e0c00¢

EOTO y
3rd Person | », EOCOVTUI
(EOETO)




Notes about “To Be”

. E’lUl does not appear in aorist, you will find the more regular
Y1VOouol

* For other tenses and moods other than indicative, there are
alternate ways of expressing “to be”



Notes about “To Be”, cont.

* “To be” verbs do not take a DO in accusative form, but in predicate
nominative. The same is true in English —itis a concept that is
reflected in grammars:

* “ltisI” not “lItis me” (although the idiotification of everything is overtaking
this)

* “The Greek students are you and |I” not “...you and me”

* The predicate noun must match subject noun in gender, number,
and case

* See examples in Section A.4.,p 76
* |[n class practice identifying predicate or attributive Section D, p79



Notes about “To Be”, cont.

* Greek can express “to be” without a verb and does so somewhat
frequently

. Example:ﬁ ﬂapeévog KO()\ﬁ (the virgin is beautiful)



Further Uses of the Article

* Can make an adjective into a noun, which is often expressed
similarly in English: “The dead are in the tombs”, however it is very

common in Koine.

* A prepositional phrase sometimes relates to a noun to another
noun. See B.2.a, p77/f

* An article can turn a prepositional phrase into a noun. See B.2.b,
pP/9



Homework

* Vocabulary

* Section E: Practice Sentences, both Greek to English & English to
Greek

* Section |: Bible Passages
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